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8o*gofthe Dying Girl. 

father,* come kiss me once mora 
And watch by my bed just tonight, 

Your Nettie will walk through the valley of 
Death, 
Era dawn of the sweet Sabbath light. 

Chorus : 
O father I'm going to mother bo dear, 

I dreamed that I saw her last night, 
And over the river sweet voices I hear, 

They call me to mansions of light, 
Home, home, home to my mother in heaven. 

father what news'shall I take, 

To Jesus and mother for you ? 
I'll tell him to send holy angels of light, 

To bless and to comfort you too. 

Our home here is lonely and dark, 
And oft we are hungry and cold, 

But I shall so home to my mother tonight, 
Where pleasures are purer than gold. 

O father, dear father once mora 

Of Jesus I pray you to think, 
And when I am gone to my mother in heaven, 

O father please give up your drink. 

father, dear father once more, 

Please read in my Bible and think, 
No drunkard shall enter the kingdom of 
heaven, 
O God, keep my father frcm drink. 
Dear Editor :— I thought I would select you a 
song instead of a letter. I will answer Elizabeth 

Where is the shortest 
I will close for this time. 


Jane 22, 1867. 


H. Dancer's question: 
chapter? Psalm 117. 
Good by, 


Elmiba Workman. 
Corbin, Kans., June 1, 1887. 


Dear Editor — This is my first attempt to write 
for the Children's Column. I am six years old. 1 
have gone to school three months. I have learned 
to read and write a little. Uncle Joe called on us 
last night. I was reading in my First Reader and 
showing him how I could write, and he said I 
ought to write for the Evangelist. I love him 
and would love to see Mrs. Beer too. Uncle Joe 
was our preacher before he moved to Cal. Mr. 
Tombaugh is our preacher now. I will not write 
any more this time but if I see this in print, I 
will write again. From your little friend, 

Hannah Leah Hopkins. 

Good Hope, 0., June 10, 1887. 


Dear Editor: — This is my first attempt to write 
for the Children's Column. I am eight years old. 
My papa and mamma belong to the Brethren 
ehurcb, and we take the Evangelist. We go to 
Sunday School and mamma is my teacher. Our 
communion was last evening and we had a nice 
time. It stormed and rained very hard, but we 
met early and we bad a good meeting. School 
will soon be out. We have a good teacher. Her 
name is Lou A. Beaaecker. I study Reading, 
Writing, Spelling, Arithmetic, Geography. 1 
have two little brothers, Charley and Chancey. 
Charley is t wo years old, Chancey is six years old. 
I love to read the little letters in the Children, s 
Column. I hope I will see this in print. If I do 
I may write again. I will close for fear I may 
worry your patience. How old was Samson when 
he killed the lion ? Youra truly, 

Ada Mixa Hate. 

Duulaps, Ind. 


Dear Editor : — As 1 wrote once before and seen 
my letter in the Evangelist, I thought I would 
write again. I want to say something about our 
grand Sunday School convention. We bad some 
grand speaking from five joung ladies and some 
grand preaching. We had five ministers. It was 
twenty-five miles from where we live. It was 
most too far for mamma she nearly got Kick. Papa 
staid at home. Grandpa Oakes is with us now. 
We bad good music. We had a grand time. 1 
enjoyed myself very much. We have preaching 
every four weeks at Pleasant Hill. Bro. Mason 
it our minister. Our school has been out two 
months. There was two came out on the Lord's 
side at our last meeting. Well, this is all for this 
time. • I hope to see tbia In print. 

I remain as ever your^friend, 

Geacie Oakes. 


- The Ce**etrtl««. 
In looking over a late Evangelist we notice 
an article headed "That Convention," in which the 
writer places himself in the position, not only as an 
attorney, but as the witness also. He says, was 
there a necessity for the Ashland convention. 
Answer, yes. The church (what church) was 
disrupted and the excommunicated, met to discuss 
the outlook. It this is the fact, then this conven- 
tion was convoked without legal authority, and 
any declaration ot principles that they may have 
adopted are of no binding effect, as there it as yet 
no church organization ; for the next question is, 
was there a necessity for the Dayton convention ? 
Answer, yes. An organization was necessary, to 
organize a church brotherhood. Here then we find 
the plant, and now the question for the first time 
cornea up, does it want cultivation ? According 
to the writers views, wc have now a brotherhood a 
class of men associating themselves together — for 
what purpose ? He does not say, but we suppose 
for ecclesiastical or federal purposes. If so, then 
any government eminating from such a council 
would be destitute oi executive powers, which are 
necessary in giving to a church an ecclesiastical 
character, as well as rendering it strong and ef- 
ficient. Its legislative powers are limited to a few 
objects, and a union of churches under a confedera- 
tion of this limited form has been found to be very 
imperfect. And now we come to the writers last 
question, and that is, Is there a necessity for a 
convention in Sept, This answer is no. 

Now let us examine to see. He telle us the Ash- 
land council begat a code of principles upon which 
the brethren steped as their constitutional form of 
government. There then we have a system of 
fundamental principles for the .government ot the 
church, in a constitutional form. This necessitated 
legislative action. Hence the Dayton council, and 
for the first time since the separation from the old 
church at Arnold's Station. Has a legal call been 
made by the different organizations of the church, 
for a council in Sept ? But the objection is, there 
is no specific object to be obtained. Let us ans- 
wer this by admitting that all mankind are by na- 
ture formed for Christian society, and it is ic aeon- 
able to conclude that laws of some kind are neces- 
sary to regulate t licit- social and religions actions 
and to rt'tnrc to them the enjoyment of their 
natural rights howsoever virtuous they may be. 

The increase and prosperity of the church has 
been so great that it has become necessary to have 
laws to regulate the different organizations in a 
firm league of friendship and Christian affection 
with each other, and a common delense of all ot 
their religious rights, as well as a mutual protec- 
tion in their general welfare. There are important 
questions that are daily coming up that churches 
in their individual capacity cannot settle, and the 
importance of many of them require the attention 
ot legislative power to settle. 

We do not suppose that the object ol this coun- 
cil is for any other purpose, than to form a more 
perfect, union of the brotherhood and establish a 
form ot government that is so necessary in the 
settlement of controversies in the individual as well 
as between the different churches. We have no 
doubt as to the write r's ability to govern hie church, 
but let a question arise between him and his elder, 
and his church becomee divided equally. Where is 
he to appeal for justice, and if there is no higher 
court, his case is lost and his little church rent in 
twain. Many other questions between the church- 
es may arise that require a tribunal before whom 
they can be settled. The churches of Greece and 
Asia, in the second century, after their members 
had increased, made it necessary to adopt the use- 
ful institution of provincial synods. These were 
formed by the union of several country churches 
with a church in a city. Thus establishing what 
we call in this day and age a council and the de- 
crees which were styled canons regulated every 
important controversy in and between the churches. 

G. W. Horton. 


His smile exalt it into a most memorable moroy ; 
and than is nothing we can/lo, but its complex- 
ion for weal or woe depends entirely on wbat the 
Lord will make it. It is said of Matthew Henry, 
that no journey was undertaken, or any subject or 
coarse of sermons entered upon, no book commit- 
ted to the press, nor any trouble apprehended or 
felt without a particular application to the mercy- 
seat for direction, assistance and success. ... It 
is recorded of Cornelius Winter, that be seldom 
opened a book, even on general subjects, without a 
moment's prayer. The late Bishop Heber, on each 
new incident of his history, or on the eve of any 
undertaking, used to compose a brief prayer, im- 
ploring special help and guidance. .... A late 
physician, of great celebrity used to ascribe much 
of hie success to three maxims of his father's, the 
last and best of which was, "Always pray for your 
patients." — Dr. J. Hamilton. 


Faith has two bands. With one it pulls off its 
own rigeteousness as David did Saul's armor ; with 
the other it puts on Christ's righteousness over the 
soul's shame, as that in which alone it dares see 
God or be seen of him. — Sinclair. 

The sages and heroes of history are receding 
from us, and history contracts the record of their 
deeds into a narrow and narrower page. But time 
has no power over the name and deeds and words 
of Jesus Christ. — W. E. Ckannina. 

Do right for Christ's sake without considering 
consequonces, and the consequences will be right 
enough. If you take care of God's cause, God 
will take care of you. Rest assured that upright- 
ness will be your preservation, and not your des- 
truction. It will be your highest wisdom to let all 
things go that jou may hold fast in your integrity, 
and honor the name of the Lord. — Spurgeon. 

Never give way to melancholy. Nothing en- 
croaches more. I fight against it vigorously. One 
great remedy is to take short views of life. Are 
you happy ? Are you likely to remain so till this 
evening, or next month, or next year ? Then why 
destroy present happiness by a distant misery, 
which may never come at all, or you may never 
live to see it ? For every substantial grief hat 
twenty shadows, and must of them shadows of your 
own making. — fiidney Smith. 

Spiritual fruitlulneas is the aimot God's works. 
Power leads on holiness, majesty leads forth mercy, 
and startling provinces introduce individual or na- 
tional character to make man noble and more de- 
vout, and fill society with purity and power. 
Heaven is but the apex ot* this universe, crowning 
it as the shining cross or star crowns the cathedral 
spire. AH things are working together for good, 
and will be consummated in that home of perfect 
righteousness and joy above. 


Asking a Blessing. 

There is nothing which is right for us to do, but 
it is also right to ask that God wonld bless it j and, 
indeed, there is nothing so little but the frown of 
God can convert it into the most sad calamity or 


MKYER8.— Able, son of Bro. Michael and slater Harriet Meyers, 
died June 4th, ISH7. aged 28 years. Abie had been a great suffer- 
er all bis life, al ways of a pleasant disposition whtoh won him 
many friend. 

Mevkkh— Mijliael Meyers departed this life. Jure iJth, 1B87, 
aged 61 yean, 7 months and 28 days. Father Meyers bad been 
failing for some time but his sodden death was unexpected by all. 
Thus the family have been deprived of a kind brother and affec- 
tionate father in two days. As we stood by his bed and saw him 
sweetly sleeping In that sleep frojn which he never woke In this 
world, we could say as lie breathed bis last without a struggle 
"He Is not dead but sleepeth." Funeral discnurse was preached 
by Bro. T. J. Ncir, of Herlngton. 

Emma Meyers. 
Kollins— At Sidney, Ind., daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Rollins, 
died June Hth, 1887, aged 1 mo. and 20 days. Funeral took place 
at the Christian church in Sidney, at 1 P. M., June 12th, J. H. 
Palmer officiating. 

SRAFEB-Oa Friday May titli, isw, at Falls City, Neb., Lola 
Maude, daughter of J. A. and Viola Sharer, aged i months and 
13 days. 

"There's a pair of little hands 

Laid to rest for evermqre j 
There's two pearly, dimpled cheeks 

Whose rich blossoming is o'er. 
Death bas sealed two little eyes 

That will no more smile or weep 
Little Lola's gone to sleep 

She has only gone to steep. 
She will wake in fairer lands 

Where tbe angel voices ring- 
There the floweret shall expand, 
And shall love perfection bring. 
She has reached the golden shore 

Through tbe river cold and deep, 
Angels bore her softly home. 
Little Lola's gone to sleep 
She has only gone toeleep." 

E. L. Y. 
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